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For surely I know the
plans I have for you,
says the LORD, plans
for your welfare and
not for harm, to give
you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
Dear Friends in
Christ,
Mid-June will mark
one year since we
began our relationship as
pastor and congregation.
Happy anniversary to
us! It has been a time
of great learning and
growth for me as I
continue to navigate
this journey of “first
call,” and I’m grateful
for your guidance,
patience, trust and grace.
Having experienced
the full church year at
Our Saviour’s, I now
have a better sense of
our identity as a faith
community and am
hopeful for the future
God has planned for us
as we move forward
together into a time of
revitalization and
renewal.
God has a mission for

us. It’s our work,
through scripture
study, prayer, listening
to one another and our
neighbors, to discern
what God might be up
to among us, in
Merrill, in the world,
and in what ways God
might be calling us to
live, in word and deed,
love for God and love
for our neighbors.
At our June church
council meeting we
will welcome Pastor
Jean DeVoll
Donaldson, Bishop’s
Associate for Evangelical
Mission, from the
synod office. Pr. Jean
is coming to listen to
our hopes and
concerns for Our
Saviour’s and give us
guidance and ideas for
ways we can enter into
a process of renewed
spiritual growth and
vitality. The church
council cannot and
should not be the only
ones who take
leadership roles in this
process. We are the
body of Christ, a

community of faith
bound together in love
by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Whatever
shape this process
takes, we will need
people to be part of a
“transformation team.”
Information about this
will be given to the
congregation as soon
as the council discerns
the general direction
we think is best for us.
Please keep the council
in your prayers and
pray about your own
role in the life of the
congregation. Is God
calling you to share
your gifts in a new
way?
We can’t know exactly
what God has planned
for us. More than
likely we will experience
some failure in the
process, and God will
challenge and stretch
us and ask us to grow
in ways we might not
think we can. God has
given us, however, the
“tools” we need: faith
in Jesus Christ
Continued on Page 2
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Interactive Bulletin Boards
Let's talk! About what? Oh, faith
and life and gratitude and
blessings and ways God is active
in all of everything. When should
we talk? Before worship and after,
whenever you stop by church, at
home and when you're out and
about. Why? Because...(the pastor
said so)...no, really, because the
practice of sharing our stories of
faith and life leads to a greater
connectedness as a congregation
and strengthens us in faith to go
out and share our faith with
others.
The two smaller bulletin boards in
the entry hall will be "interactive"
boards intended to foster
conversation as we gather before

and after worship. One will have a
"question of the week" having to
do with the scripture for the week
or something else Pr. Pat comes
up with. There will be Post-It note
paper you can use to add your
comments. If we sign our name on
our comment (optional but really
helpful) we can talk with one
another about our musings on the
question. The question will be in
the Weekly Word and on the
website so you can think about it
for a week then come back and
"post" your reply.
The other bulletin board will be a
collage creation in progress all
summer. You can write down
what you are grateful for any

Hwy Q Clean-Up All Invited
One of our congregation's community
service activities is roadside
clean-up on Hwy Q. You are all
invited to participate in this
spring's clean up on Monday,
June 11, 4:30-6:30 PM. We will
leave the church parking lot at
4:30 sharp and return here for
refreshments afterwards. All ages
are welcome. Children under 12
must be accompanied by an adult.
Rain date is June 18, same time.

Are you retired? Do you work second
or third shift? Maybe you are off
of school for the summer or a stayat-home parent? You are invited
to join us on Thursday, June 14
from 8:30 AM—Noon for our Third
Annual Quilting Day. We welcome
everyone, no matter their quilting
experience—we can teach! Join us
for a half hour or all three and
then join us on Thursdays for the
rest of the summer. See you there!

given day or week, every time you
come, and write down gifts that
you have and/or you see we have
as a congregation. Slips of paper
will be provided and again it
would be really great if you would
add your name to your sharings.
Hard to explain this here...wait til
you see it happening!
Neither of these is meant to take
a lot of time but the interaction
we have with one another will be
treasured conversation and rich
relationship building. We are a
people of story, birthed by the
Holy Spirit out of God's story of
salvation in Christ. Let's tell it
like it is!

Talents needed:
Like to organize? We need
someone to schedule assisting
ministers and readers.
Interested in worship
planning? We need one or two
more members on the worship
and music committee (meets
first Tuesday evening every
month) and we would like to
welcome one more person to
join our hymn choosing team
(daytime meeting once a
month).

Musing from the Pastor continued from Page 1
through God’s Word of power,
the Sacraments, the gifts of
the Holy Spirit that each one
of us brings for the good of
all, and God gives us one
another, family, friends, and
those we have yet to meet.

We got this!
On my way back from lunch
today I stopped in front of
Trinity Church to let a mom
and son cross the road. The
little boy was skipping
happily beside his mom,

holding her hand. We are
that child, joyfully on our way
to whatever comes next, and
God holds us securely in
God’s heart, beside us every
step of the way.
Shalom, Pastor Pat
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Thank You
Dear Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church,
The Community Food
Pantry of Merrill thanks
your organization for its
recent donation. The Food
Pantry functions on
monetary donations, grants,
and food donations. These
donations allow us to meet
the nutritional needs of
those less fortunate in the
Merrill Community.
Thank you for your
generous gift to the
Community Food Pantry of
Merrill; it is vital and greatly
appreciated! Without

donations, such as yours, we
would not have the privilege
of fulfilling our mission to
provide food to those in need
in our Merrill community.
We thank you again for your
donation of $25.
May God bless you always.
Sincerely,
Richard Johnson
The Community Food
Pantry of Merrill, Our
Staff and Volunteers and
especially from those we
Serve
Dear Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church,

Memorials
4/15/2018
In memory of Jim Mitchell
from River Valley Bank,
Undesignated
4/22/2018
In memory of Jim Mitchell
from David B. Smith, Ron &
Sharon Pankow, and
Crystal Finishing Systems,
Inc., Undesignated
4/29/2018
In memory of Jim Mitchell
from Gary & Marilyn
Wright, Undesignated

Thank you for the recent gift
of $38.96 on April 23, 2018.
The donation received will
be given to the General
Fund Program. This fund is
used where the Foundation
Board Members feel the gift
will make the biggest
impact to our Residents.
This gift truly helps with
our ministry, which is to
support Faith, Health, and
Happiness to our Residents.
Sincerely,
Sarah Clark
Homme Foundation
Coordinator

Free Summer Lunch
In honor of Ruth
Lindstrom’s Birthday from
Kathy Lindstrom-Brandes,
Undesignated

My heart is glad and
my soul
rejoices.~Psalm 16:9a

Photo Courtesy of Pastor Patricia Schutz

Do you like parks? How about
kids? Or doing something
nice for others? Join us for
Free Summer Lunch in the
park. OSLC will serve each
Monday from June 11-August
27 at Stange’s Park. We have
four team captains who
arrange packers, transporters,
servers, and clean-up crews
throughout the summer.
Thanks to our captains:
Jackie Ackley, Shirley Engel,
Marlene Graap & Marie
Rein...and their crews. Stop
by and see them in action!
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Youth & Family News
We can’t water flowers with an
empty watering can. We can’t
drive a car with an empty tank
of gas. We can’t paint a picture
with an empty palate.
Sensing a theme?
There are so many people out
there trying to run on empty.
There are so many people who
are desperately seeking for
something to fill them-but they
don’t know where to look. Most
of you reading this newsletter
have a church. It is generally a
safe place; a place of comfort,
spiritual fulfillment, truth, and
joy. However, not everybody is
so fortunate. Not everybody
has a church home. Some
people have been hurt by the
church. Some people don’t
understand church. Some people
don’t feel as though they would
be accepted at a church.
So what do we do? Do we leave
them to “figure it out” on their
own?
I’m really, really hoping everyone
answered “no” to that one.
Our church has a tag line…it’s
like our motto; what we believe
we stand for. Do you know
what it is?
“To love, serve, and strengthen
ALL people in Christ Jesus”
So, if I’m understanding
correctly, we are called to love
all people, serve all people, and
strengthen all people…
whether or not they are active
members at Our Saviour’s. We
have the gift of a church home.
We are able to go every week

and find fulfillment through
the gathering, word, and
supper our church provides.
THEN, we are called to go
forth-into our community-and
serve others. We are called to
be God’s hands and feet. We
are called to find people,
wherever they are, and love
them, serve them, and offer
them strength and support.
For me, this looks like
spending time at the middle
school and high school. It looks
like attending extra-curricular
activities and sporting events.
It looks like hanging out at the
library, skate park, and
regular parks around town. It
looks like attending community
events-generally wherever a
crowd may be gathered.
What does it look like for you?
How can you use your calling
to love, serve, and strengthen
all people this week? We are
blessed to be a blessing-don’t
let it go to waste!
Share God’s love! Share your
gifts!
Because God is good. All the
time.
Some things Jamie has
been doing the past couple
months:
Lock-in, Focus, Frogs/
Confirmation, Worship, High
School daytime visits, Middle
school visits, One-on-one and
small group visits, Soccer,
Track, Softball, Baseball,
Musical, Prom court, Dance
show, Band concert, Onstage,

Office/Home (newsletters/
paperwork/lesson plans),
Mediations (peer to peer/
parent and child), Crisis calls,
Mission Trip & Lifest
Planning/research/phone calls,
Youth regular communication
(phone calls/texts/messages/
etc), Youth hospital visits,
College visits, Breakfast club,
Visiting youth at skate park/
basketball court/OTTS garage/
etc, National day of prayer
community gathering, Parent
meetings, Therapy with youth/
families (at a center-not me as
a therapist), Meetings with
pastor
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
FOCUS wants to invite you to
join them on June 11 from
4:30-6:30 PM for a group
highway clean-up! Let’s work
together to keep our community
clean!
ALSO, FOCUS wants to begin
a new tradition: BREAKFAST
WITH FRIENDS. We will be
meeting once per month (Going
to start with the 3rd Friday and
see how it works for everyone)
at Pine Ridge Restaurant from
9-11 AM for breakfast/brunch
(everyone buys their own) and
conversation. The youth want to
get to know you and we think
this would be a great place to
start! Please sign up if you plan
to attend so we can give the
staff an idea of how many they
will be serving. Thanks! We
hope to see a whole bunch of
you there Friday, June 15,
2018 at 9 AM!!!
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Congregation Council Minutes
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
6:00 PM
Present: Pastor Pat, Steve
Strasman, Bonnie Kloth, Larry
Wolf, Carol Osness, Gene
Bebel, Aimee Weisskopf,
Charlotte Peters, Ruth Ellen
Lindstrom, Mary Fischer
Absent: Jay Peterson, Josie
Countryman
At 6 PM President Gene Bebel
called the meeting to order.
Pastor Pat led in devotions
from Luke. What are our goals
for our church? How are we
showing the love of Christ
wherever we are? Who are we
as a church? Ponder and pray
each day. Pray for revival in
our ministry: O God, you have
called the people of Our
Saviour’s Lutheran Church in
Merrill to be to Body of Christ
in this place, and witnesses of
your presence in the world. Fill
us with your Holy Spirit. Send
down the fire of your love upon
us that we might draw others
to you, as you have sent us to do.
Anoint us with a deep compassion
for those who do not know your
love. Send revival on your
church in this place, that all
may come to know Jesus as
their Savior and Lord in whose
name we pray. Amen.

Bonnie. Carried.
Pastor’s report:
Pastor is joining the Optimist Club.
Financial report:
Gene Bebel led the discussion
on what we should do about
the large lack of weekly funds
coming into the church.
Larry made a motion that we
use funds from Scrip,
Undesignated and Edward Jones
funds to help. Carol seconded
the motion. Motion carried.
Talked about using the parsonage
funds but at the December 17
church meeting it was voted
not to use that fund. After
much discussion Bonnie made
a motion to have a Special
Congregational Meeting on
May 6, 2018 after the 9 AM
worship for the purpose of
letting the congregation know
our financial situation. Mary
seconded the motion. Motion
carried. Aimee will tell the
Saturday night worshippers of
the meeting. Gene will do the
same on Sunday.
Team Reports:
Our church will be serving the
Breaking Bread meal on May
16, 2018 at Eagles
Carol made motion to accept
Team and Secretary’s Report.
Steve seconded. Carried.

Carried. It will be revisited annually.
We reviewed the job description
for Jamie as our Youth &
Family Ministry Director.
Larry made motion to accept.
Steve seconded the motion.
Carried. Jamie will be here
next month.
Stewardship Program:
We spent time talking about our
vision for our church ministry
and stewardship program.
Steve made motion to ask
Reverend Jean Devoll-Donaldson
of the synod staff to talk with
us as soon as possible. Aimee
seconded motion. Carried.
Finance
Gene on the Finance Committee
said we need help now. He
talked about people giving to
celebrate in honor or in
memory of someone.
Vision:
Do we have a vision for ministry?
Perhaps a council retreat to
initiate a process to create a
vision for ministry with help
from the synod. We could call
the synod to see if they have
someone to help us.
Charlotte made a motion to
contact the synod. Carol
seconded. Carried.
The next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 15 at 6 PM.
We prayed The Lord’s Prayer.

Discussion was held on the
Weekly Word. Carol made the
motion that once a month in
the Weekly Word we list those
serving on the church council
and on the various church
committees. Seconded by

Old Business:
Job Descriptions:
We looked over the information
for job descriptions for Rebecca
as Office Administrator. Steve
made motion to accept the
information. Carol seconded.

At 7:55 PM the meeting was
adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Ellen Lindstrom
Church Council Secretary
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Upcoming Events
VBS
VBS (Vacation Bible School)
is scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday, August 25 and 26.
Saturday events for kids will
be at Ott's Park; Sunday
follow-up outdoor worship
and potluck will be held there,
as well.

Concert
Zion Lutheran Church is
pleased to present Balint
Karosi as guest artist in their
Organ Concert Series. He has
won first prizes at the J.S.

Bach Competition in Leipzig, the
Dublin and Miami International
Organ Competitions and the
Improvisation Competition of
the University of Michigan. An
avid interpreter of Bach, he
has recorded three CDs of
Bach’s music, most recently
the Art of Fugue and the
Clavier-ubung III, released by
Hungaroton. In 2015, Balint
Karosi was appointed as
Cantor at Saint Peter’s Lutheran
Church in midtown Manhattan,
where he oversees an
ambitious musical program,
with frequent performances of

choral and orchestral works
including a yearly performance
of one of J.S. Bach’s Passions
on Good Friday.
The concert will be held at
Zion Lutheran Church, 709
Sixth Street, Wausau,
Wisconsin on Sunday, June 24,
2018 at 3 PM. A reception will
follow the concert. The church
is handicapped accessible. A
freewill donation will be
received. For more information
you may call: 715-848-7286 or
go to Zion’s website:
zionlutheranwausau.com.

Thrivent Choice
The Thrivent Choice program
gives eligible members of
Thrivent Financial the power
to recommend where some of
the organization’s charitable
outreach funds are distributed
annually, using a vehicle

called Choice Dollars® Do you
have Choice Dollars available?
Please consider directing them
to Our Saviour’s
For more information about
the Thrivent Choice program
and Choice Dollars:

Financial Update
FOR THE MONTH OF
APRIL 2018
INCOME
$32,309.00
EXPENSE
$28,002.30
INITIAL BALANCE
$4,306.70
TRANSFER FUNDS
$10,000.00
BALANCE 4/30/2018
$14,306.70

• Visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
• Call 800-847-4836 and
say “Thrivent Choice” when
prompted.
• Contact your Thrivent
Financial representative.

Church Council
JAN THRU APRIL
TOTAL—4 MONTHS
INCOME
$100,894.96
EXPENSE
$109,295.03
INITIAL BALANCE
-$8,400.07
TRANSFER FUNDS
$10,000.00
BALANCE 4/20/2018
$1,599.93

Your current church council
members are:
Gene Bebel-President
Aimee Weiskopf—Vice President
Ruth Ellen Lindstrom—Secretary
Jose Countryman
Mary Fischer
Bonnie Kloth
Carol Osness
Charlotte Peters
Jay Peterson
Steve Strasman
Larry Wolf
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MONDAY

18
Travis Beyer
Evan Jaeger

25
Barb Peterson

17
Bonnie Kloth
Ava Steinke

24
Jacob Burbach
Renee Semling

26

19

11
12
Bethany Williams Irv Bork
Brittany Williams

5
Alexis Fehr

TUESDAY

10

3
4
Cassandra Blake Nicholas Hanke
Alfred Fox
Kathy Marsceau
Abby Jaeger
Jordan Nelson
Danielle Marsceau
Ryan Marsceau
Jay Van Der Geest
Cole Woellner

SUNDAY

27
Louis Blum
Lincoln Brandner
Mazzi Gaedtke
Landen Thomas

20
Riesa Mungor

13
Aubrey
Henkelman

6
Glenn Raddatz
Jake Spoehr
Emilie Strohm

WEDNESDAY

28
Sierra Jannusch
Amanda Leitzke
Jeffrey Peterson
Julie Thorson
Dawson WolffPlautz

21
Mary Buttke
Ken Kloth

FRIDAY

1
June Miller
Marge Teske
8
Marian Seidlitz

29
Karen Nocco
Paul Theorin

22
Aidan Jaeger
Andy Meier
Bradd Price

14
15
Jerry Laak
Bud Schumacher

7
Linda Beebe
Kathleen Nutter

THURSDAY

June 2018 Birthdays

30
Landon Knospe
Paul Peterson

23
Dominic Rampart

16
Eugene Bondioli
Riley Young

2
Stephanie Pagel
Matthew Steffen
9
Christopher
Klempke

SATURDAY

24
9 am Worship (HC)
4 pm Softball vs.
St. John’s @
Immanuel

17
“Father’s Day”
9 am Worship (HC)
2:30 pm Softball vs.
Immanuel @
Faith
26
5:30 pm Yoga—B

19
5:30 pm Yoga—B
6 pm Council—CR

12
1 pm M&M Group—B
5:30 pm Yoga—B
6 pm Finance—L

27
7 am LMM @ Hardees
8:30 am Yoga—B
7 pm FOCUS

20
8:30 am Yoga—B
7 pm FOCUS

13
7 am LMM @ Hardees
8:30 am Yoga—B
7 pm FOCUS

11
8 am TOPS—B
8:15 am Yoga—B
10:15 am Serve Free
Summer Lunch
1 pm Sarah Circle
4:30 pm Highway Clean-up
6:30 pm AA Meeting—CR
18
8 am TOPS—B
8:15 am Yoga—B
10:15 am Serve Free
Summer Lunch
6:15 pm Outreach—L
6:30 pm AA Meeting—CR
25
8 am TOPS—B
8:15 am Yoga—B
10:15 am Serve Free
Summer Lunch
6:30 pm AA Meeting—CR

WEDNESDAY

10
9 am Worship (HC)
2:30 pm Softball vs.
St. John’s
@ St. John’s

TUESDAY

4
5
6
8 am TOPS—B
5:30 pm Yoga—B
8:30 am Yoga—B
8:15 am Yoga—B
6 pm Worship & Music—L 7 pm FOCUS
1 pm Miriam Circle
6 pm Prop & Main—L
6:30 pm AA Meeting—CR

MONDAY

3
9 am Worship (HC)
4:30 pm Softball vs.
St. Paul’s @
Immanuel

SUNDAY

THURSDAY

No Activities
Scheduled

No Activities
Scheduled

15
NOON NETWORK
DEADLINE

8

1

FRIDAY

28
29
8:30 am Mission
No Activities
Sewing—B
Scheduled
9:30 am Fill the Gazebo
Planning Mtg—L
4:15 pm Yoga—B

21
22
8:30 am Mission
No Activities
Sewing—B
Scheduled
4:15 pm Yoga—B
4:30 pm Breaking Bread
@ Eagle’s Club

14
8:30 am Third Annual
Quilting Day
1 pm Ruth Circle
4:15 pm Yoga—B
6:30 pm Christian Ed

7
8:30 am Mission
Sewing—B
4:15 pm Yoga—B

June 2018

30
9 am AA Meeting—CR
4:30 pm Worship (HC)

23
9 am AA Meeting—CR
4:30 pm Worship (HC)

16
9 am AA Meeting—CR
4:30 pm Worship (HC)

9
9 am AA Meeting—CR
4:30 pm Worship (HC)

2
9 am AA Meeting—CR
10 am Private Use of
Basement
4:30 pm Worship (HC)

SATURDAY
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