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OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Logan Street, MERRILL, WISCONSIN
715-536-5813
www.oslcelca.org
Reverend Pat Schutz, Pastor
Jamie Diestelhorst, Youth & Family Director
Marlene Graap, Organist

THINGS YOU MIGHT WANT TO KNOW…
WELCOME to Our Saviour’s. We are glad you have come to join us to give praise and
thanks to God, to hear God’s word to guide us in love and to receive the Lord’s Supper to
strengthen us in faith. May you be blessed to be a blessing.
OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH in Merrill, Wisconsin is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a fellowship of churches from around
North America who hold to basic Christian beliefs and practices. If you would like to learn
more about Our Saviour’s or the ELCA, please call our church office or visit the ELCA
website at www.elca.org, our synod website at www.ecsw.org, or our website at
www.oslcelca.org.
If you are visiting us, please sign one of the Visitor Cards in the pews and our guest
book. We invite you to make yourself known to the ushers. If you are looking for a church
family, we invite you to consider Our Saviour’s as your church home.
“WILLIAMS PERSONAL SOUND SYSTEM” is available from the ushers for those who
have hearing impairments.
RESTROOMS are located in the hallway between the staircase and the narthex. There are
changing tables in these bathrooms.
WORSHIP HELPS include hearing assist devices and large print bulletins. Please see an
usher to use them. Also, if you are not able to come forward for communion, the
communion servers would be glad to come to you in your pew. Please let an usher know
you would prefer this.
OUR MISSION IS:
TO LOVE, SERVE, AND STRENGTHEN ALL PEOPLE IN CHRIST JESUS.
ELCA Vision Statement
Claimed by God’s grace for the sake of the world, we are a new creation through God’s
living Word by the power of the Holy Spirit;
Gathered by God’s grace for the sake of the world, we will live among God’s faithful
people, hear God’s Word, and share Christ’s supper;
Sent by God’s grace for the sake of the world, we will proclaim the good news of God in
Christ through word and deed, serve all people following the example of our Lord Jesus,
and strive for justice and peace in all the world
Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43101. New Revised Standard
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The Third Sunday of Easter
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Holy Communion
P=Presider A=Assistant C=Congregation
↓=Sunday only
Welcome to worship. We are glad you are here! If you are interested in joining Our
Saviour’s, please speak to Pr. Pat following service or throughout the week
(715-536-5813 or 920-535-0014) for information.
GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C
Amen.
P
C

P

C

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and
you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and aquifers praise you.
Rivers and streams bless you.
All life is sustained by you, our Source. We praise you for Christ, the
firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life.
Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing through the city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here,
we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and
throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions.
Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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*GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
1

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Eternal and all-merciful God,
C
with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might.
By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to
follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
A
A reading from Acts, the 9th chapter.
1
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now
as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to
do.” [7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice
but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could
see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days
he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go
to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named
Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to
your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who
invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias
went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some
food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]
A
The word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 30
1
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2
O Lord my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4
Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
5
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
6
While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
7
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
8
I cried to you, O Lord;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
9
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
10
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me;
O Lord, be my helper.”
11
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
12
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.
SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14
A
A reading from Revelation, the 5th chapter.
11
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
12
singing with full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
13
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, singing,
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!”
14
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.
A
The word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
3

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: John 21:1-19
P
The holy gospel according to John, the 21st chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
1
After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.
4
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him,
“No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.
7
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard
that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea.
8
But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far
from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
10
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and
though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew
it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same
with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead.
15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend
my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt
hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord,
you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19
(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said
to him, “Follow me.”
P
The gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE/SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
*CREED
A
C

O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts

Pr Pat Schutz
ELW 658

Let us confess our faith together using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition
A
Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
P
C
PEACE
P
C
P

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with
your saving help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
We share God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING HYMN

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
5
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*OFFERING PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
C
Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us
now in this meal. Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the
hungry and tend the weary, and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, . . . join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
C
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
*LORD’S PRAYER
A
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome
table. Alleluia! Come to the feast.
6

COMMUNION
*BLESSING
P
C
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May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A
Let us pray. Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you,
send us now to bear your healing love into the wounded world, in the name
of our risen Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
*BENEDICTION
P
The blessing of the living God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and
sustain you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.
C
Amen.
SENDING SONG
DISMISSAL
A
C

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the
good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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