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A PLACE FOR “U”

Well, it's now official. I'm a member here. | have requested the transfer of my membership from Our Savior’'s
Lutheran Church in Oshkosh to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Merrill. It may seem like a little thing, a
simple matter of paperwork, but for our family, it was a big deal.

You see, Our Savior’'s in Oshkosh welcomed us with open arms, supporting and caring for us, at a time in our lives
when we really needed them. Even though we only worshipped with them for a short time, we were blessed by their
hospitality, and we thank God for their witness of faith.

And then | was called to Our Saviour’s! | came into your midst, working and living among you. My family and | have
once again felt welcomed and embraced with God’s loving hands. As I've gotten to know many of you, | have come
to see God’s gifts at work in you, and | am honored to be serving as your pastor. Each day | am excited to see what
God has in store for us, as we move together into another year of service in this place, in Jesus’ name.

| often find it amusing that our move was from Our Savior’s to Our Saviour’s. There’s the issue about that little “U.”
Traditional spelling, contemporary spelling. Norwegian or Germanic spelling. That little “U” makes a big difference in
the life of our congregation. But there’s more.

That little “U” is you. There’s a place for “U,” you, in Our Saviour’s. Whether you have been a lifelong member here,
or have only been attending a short while, there’s a place for you. Whether you worship here weekly, occasionally, or
almost never, this is a place for you. Whether you are young, old, or somewhere in between, there’s a place for “U.”
Your presence and efforts in the family of faith called Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is vital for who we are. Without
the “U” in Our Saviour’s, we aren’t the same.

As we begin this New Year, may God bless you as you live out your faith in Jesus.

Blessings!

Pastor Maurice

NOW’S THE TIME! your lunch break and chew on the Word! We'll be

Now is the perfect time to get in on all the fun! done within the hour, so you can get back to

. _ . il . _
The Adult Sunday School class will be beginning business. Sessions will begin January 9
an exploration of the Gospel of Mark! Come hear

Mark’s story of Jesus, and learn more about our PASTO RS TO HOST OPEN
Savior’s love for us. The class meets Sunday
mornings at 9:15 AM in the council room. No HOUSE JAN UARY 6

experience is necessary, and you are welcome to Pastor Maurice and Pastor Kelly cordially invite
join at any time during the study! Let’s get into the you to an Open House to celebrate this holy season,
Word! Friday, January 6, from 4—8 PM. As we celebrate

the visit of the Magi, we also celebrate your

LUNCH AND LEARNTO presence in our hearts and lives, and want to

BEGIN! share in this joyous time with you.

Do you find it hard to make time to study God'’s ANNUAL MEETING

Word? Are the weekends too full? Don’t drive at ;
X , . Join us on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 for Our
night? Then Pastor’s new study is for YOU!!! Plan Saviour's Annual Meeéc/ing. Dinnyer will begin at

e .attend e e Lgarn” Aoy el noon. 5:30 pPm with the annual meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Bring a sack lunch, a Bible, and your questions,

as we study Scripture, the world, and life! Take
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BLOOD BANK DONORS

November 28, 2011

Jackie Ackley BAPT'S MS
Ruth Nelson-Lau
Nate Weisenfeld
December 10, 2011
Jozette Joyce Busterud
Daughter of Timothy & Julie (Eggebrecht) Busterud
FUNERALS

December 8, 2011
Bertha Hehling

MEMORIALS

12-5-2011

In memory of Allen Osness from Rich & Elayne Ollmann & Family for Projection
System

In memory of Allen Osness from Ron & Cindy Wilson for Youth Group

In memory of Allen Osness from Shirley Henkelman for New Basement Flooring

In memory of Linda Osness from Linda Osness Memorial Account for Projection

% System
O

el [
T essert Feast!,
When: January 14t — 6PM
Where: Our Saviour’s Basement
Who: Members, Friends and the Community
Program: Identity Theft Protection to be presented by Thrivent Financial
Bring a dessert to share. Free will offering to be collected to support

St Vincent DePaul Outreach Program.
Please join the Stewardship Team for food, fun, and fellowship.
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THANK YOU

Thank-you Our Saviour’s
bell-ringers! You and Calvary
Lutheran Congregation’s members
raised $1,655.57 (just about on
par with last Year). One of your
parishioner’s also donated a
check in the amount of $500.00
during your week at the kettles! A
big thank-you goes out to all of

you.

Thank you to all who helped
decorate our church for
Christmas. You did a wonderful

job.

Thank you to all who donated
cookies, treats and wrapping
paper for the youth fundraiser the
weekend before Christmas.
Thank you, also, to those who
brought items to wrap, those who
entered our raffles and those who
bought treats. The Youth of Our
Saviour’s would like to offer a
humongous THANK YOU to all
who support our programs.
You make an unbelievable
difference in our lives.

Our Saviour’'s Youth

Thank you very much for your
donation of food to the Community
Food Pantry.

We appreciate your support of

our mission to assist our neighbors

with the basic essentials of life.
With the help of our area wide
community we want to make sure
that food will always be available
for those requiring help.
Every year, half of those we serve
are children under the age of 18;
we have a special concern for
them.
Please be assured that anything
you do to help is deeply
appreciated and a valued
service for the good of the
people in our area.
Once again, please accept our
gratitude.

Sincerely,

Nancy Streich

Food Pantry Volunteer

Thank you for your generous
donation to St. Vincent de Paul. It
will be put to good use in Merrill
and our surrounding area. You
can be assured that it is much
appreciated by us and will be by
the people we serve.
Again, thank you for your support
of the work we do.

Sincerely,

Michael Nolan, President

St. Vincent de Paul-St

Francis Xavier Conference

Thank you for your recent
generous donation of $47.65 for

the Homme programs at Homme
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Home of Wittenberg to be used
for the residents programs here
at Homme.
Your interest and support to this
ministry of service to the aging is
a source of support for our
residents and staff. Your gifts
help make the difference in the
ability of the facility to positively
impact the quality of life of our
residents and staff.
Again, thank you for your
thoughtfulness and consideration
in donating to Homme. Your
prayers and gifts will bring
satisfaction and blessings to the
lives of many.

Sincerely,

Arlene Hanus

Department of Development

NETWORK articles are due on
or before the 15th of each
month.



Our Saviour's Scrip Order Form Pg.

Name Date
ON HAND Qty Total SPECIAL ORDER Qty Total
GROCERIES GROCERIES
Cty Market - 5% $25/50/100 HEB - 2% | $100 | |
Drew's PW - 6% $25/50/100

RESTAURANTS
RESTAURANTS Arby's - 8% $10
2510- 7% $15 Applebee's - 8% $25
3's Company - 5% $10 Cracker Barrel - 9% $10
Champs - 10% $10 Domino's - 5% $5
Chips - 10% S5 Tex Roadhouse - 8% $25
Club 64 - 5% $10
Culver's - 5% $10 CLOTHING
Dairy Queen - 20% $10/20 Aeropostale - 7% $25
1st St. Coffee - 5% $5 Am. Eagle - 9% $25
KFC - 8% S5 Dress Barn - 8% $25
McDonald's - 5% $5 Footlocker - 9% $25
Olive Garden - 9% $25 Gap/Old Navy/BR - 9% $25
Pizza Hut - 8% $10 Gordman's - 7% $25
Starbucks - 9% $10 JCPenney - 5% $25
Subway - 3% $10 K-Mart - 4% $25

Maurice's - 7% $20
FUEL Payless Shoes - 13% $20
BP - 2% S50 Shopko - 2% $25/50
Holiday - 5% $25/50 TJ Maxx - 7% $25
Kwik Trip - 9% $25 Younker's - 8% $25
Murphy's - 5% $20

MISCELLANEOUS
MISCELLANEOUS Bed/Bath/Beyond - 7% $25
Barnes & Noble - 9% $10 Best Buy - 3% $25/100
Bath & Body - 13% $10 Cabela's - 11% $25
Cosmo - 10% $5/7 Claire's - 9% $10
Fleet Farm - 5% $25/50 Family Video - 12% $10
Gander Mt - 8% $25 Home Depot - 4% $25/100
Hallmark - 4% $25 Icing - 9% $10
Joanne Fabrics - 6% $20 Lowe's - 4% $25
Kohl's - 6% $25 Menard's - 3% $25/100
Walgreen's - 6% $25/100 Office Max - 5% $25
Walmart - 2% $25/100 Pier One Imports - 9% $25

Sears - 4% $25/100

The following stores offer a check to Our Saviour's:
Courtside Furniture - 4% (No Credit Card Purchases)
Miller Furniture - 4% (No Credit Card Purchases

*Other stores may also be available - ask your

seller for details

Central Carpet - 5% up to $2000 (No installation or other special discounts

Hargrave Appliances -

3%

5



A Glass ‘Half Full’

I'm sure you've heard the old saying:

“A pressimist 15 one who sees a glass with
water at its mid point as half-empty. The
optomuist sees the same glass as half-full.”

You can have a huge impact in your
congregation by looking to sustain a ‘Half-

Full’ approach to life.
examples. ..

= (Give thanks to God for the extra noise
caused by all the youngsters in church.

Celebrate that they feel welcomed 1n the
housze of the Lord.

= Give thanks to God when it's hard to
find a meeting room because so many
people are involved in the mimistrhy of
YOour congregation.

= (nve thanks to God when the church
1=n't always neat and tidy. Celebrate the
fact that vour building 1= being put to use
beyond the Sunday morming schedule.

= (rive thanks to God for the new music

Here are come

== —

—

vou hear in church. Remember, even ‘Silent Night’ wasa
‘wacky, new-fangled’ song once-upon-a-time.

* (ive thanks to God when someone sits In your favorite spot.
It will give you a new perspective and a chance to welcome a

friend in Jesus.

Jim Justman

=



a message from

THE BISHOP

December 2011

STEP#1:1 THINE AND
PRAY

. Personal reflection and
conversation with God are the
seeds of sound communICATION

IDEAS OFF OTHERS _ In
put from gthers often stre
ens what 15 good and 5

“Commu nicntiﬁn"
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iR S et
5Téps liste or E“i'

lenge.

STEP#7: YOU BOUNCE
YOUR RESPONSE OFF
OTHEEKS.. Input from an-
other unb PErs0on may
help you avold an
overreaction to the mmforma-
non you have

#E YOU RESPOXD

clanry, panence, love
:ramusnm

STEP#9; WE TALK., Be-

R

or two oth
he m mu r

sppen, (HINT. Sometime —
e

STEP #10: EEI'I‘-II‘-IUI'-IE.-L

TIDh'" H%E
unication in
non W

%%EI!E -5t Elhl}ﬂ.l

And for big events, hmad new
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g:m set tlgl #En;'e“ m:“.‘i’s ﬁl n'l Steps tﬂl the leTter every nme.

Jim Justman
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