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125th Anniversary Dinner  
Norwegian Blessing: Harriet Torkelson  

Table Prayer: Pr. Beth Macha  

*********************************************************  

 

PROGRAM FOLLOWING DINNER  

 

Welcome: Shirley Mitchell  

 

Reflections by Visiting Pastors  

 

Reflections by Dave Finanger  

 

Closing: Charlotte Peters  
 

Sending Prayer: Pr. Beth Macha  
 

Fellowship Time: Music by Richard Hagedorn  

 

****************************************  

125th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE  

 

Co-chairperson ñCharlotte Peters and Lee Ann 
Lindquist, Halena Anderson, Gene Bebel, Brian and 
Peggy Freund, Dave and Carol Finanger, Bea Lebal, 
Brenda Mueller, Karen Olson, Kathy Peterson, Marie 
Rein, Rudy and Emily Schleif  

 

A WORD OF THANKS  

 

Gratitude is expressed to all those who have made 
this celebration possible, and who have joined their 
energy  and creativity to make it a real success. May 
Godõs grace continue to live on in us all. 



BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOURõS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

1879 - Our Saviourõs Lutheran Church rose out of Norwegian roots, and 
the first services for Scandinavian people were conducted.  

 

1885 ð The Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Congregation was organized.  

 

1896 ð It was voted to have Sunday School at 12:30 every Sunday.  

 

1905 ð It was resolved to build a church and to buy the property on the 
corner of Second Street and Logan for $1,150.  

 

1907 ð The first services in English were conducted. Prior to that time, 
every service was in Norwegian. Eventually two services were held on 
Sunday with one in English and the other in Norwegian.  

 

1911 ð Voting power was given to women at congregation meetings, with 
power to hold an office then given in 1925.  

 

1919 ð The first official day of Our Saviourõs Lutheran Church of Merrill. 
The Reverend H. Madland served as its first pastor.  

 

1925 ð A parsonage was built on the corner of Fourth and Logan, the 
site of the old Synod Church. Mr. C. G. Torkelson was in charge of build-
ing the parsonage using all the lumber that could be salvaged from the 
old church.  

 

1935 - The Fiftieth Anniversary of the church was celebrated. The new 
Art Glass windows were installed.  

 

1965 - Plans for a new building were accepted at a congregational meeting.  

 

1966 ð Dedication of the new church building at its present location at 
Logan and Third Streets. Mr. Robert Torkelson was the architect for 
this building.  

 

1985 ð Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the congregation  

 

1987 ð Dedication of the building addition.  

 

2010 ð Celebration of the 125th Anniversary of Our Saviourõs Lutheran 
Church  



Pastors who have served the congregation  
Nels Forde ñ1885 

Paul Koren ñ1885-1888 
Ingvard Monson ñ1889-1891 

Th. Norseth ñ1892-1894 
A.C. Dolven ñ1894-1896 
J.J. Grefstad ñ1896-1897 

Olaf Skattebol ñ1897-1899 
A.W. Hvistendahl ñ1900 -1901 

L.D. Oien ñ1901-1908 
O.T. Boe ñ1905-1913 
Barron ñ1907-1909 

J.O. Dreng ñ1909-1911 
Ivan Ramseth ñ1910-1913 

Lunde ñ1912 
J.H. Myrwang ñ1913-1916 

H. Madland ñ1913-1918 
C. Hougstad ñ1918-1924 

A. Green ñ1924-1927 
C.H Eidness ñ1927-1931 

J.M. Hesteness ñ1931-1933 
H.A. Peterson ñ1934-1937 

M.H. Quail ñ1934-1970 
Lindley H. Jacobsen ñ1970-1972 
Gerhard Bretheim ñ1972-1977 

Dan G. Olson ñ1976-1988 
John F. Henning ñ1977-2002  
Keith Anderson ñ1989-2000  

Jeffrey L. Martinson ñ2000 -Present  
Theodore Gulhaugen ñ2003 -2010  



OUR PAST  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


